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Charging and Remissions Policy

Education for pupils in maintained schools is free of charge if it takes place wholly or mainly in school hours or outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum. Where charges may not be levied, the school may invite parents to make voluntary contributions. Any pupils involved in the trip will be allowed to participate whether or not their parents have made a voluntary contribution and they should not be discriminated against if their parents are unwilling or unable to contribute. Should significant shortfalls in funding theatre groups, music workshops and other optional extras become apparent, school may find it necessary to cancel that activity or planned future activities. 

The school is allowed to charge for 'optional extras', activities, however, in such activities will be on the basis of parents agreeing to meet any charges and, in any particular case, the charge levied will not exceed the cost of provision of the activity. 

Schools are permitted to charge for the cost of board & lodgings during residential school trips. This cost must not exceed the actual cost of the provision. Where the trip takes place wholly or mainly, during school hours, children whose parents are in receipt of the certain benefits will, in addition to a free school lunch entitlement, also be entitled to the remission of these charges. A similar entitlement also applies where a trip takes place outside school hours if it is necessary as part of the National Curriculum. 

The above benefits are:

· Universal Credit in prescribed circumstances;

· Income Support; 

· Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA); 

· Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999; 

· Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) does not exceed £16,190 (financial year 2013/14); 

· The guarantee element of State Pension Credit; 

· An income related employment and support allowance that was introduced on 27 October 2008.

This policy was reviewed and agreed by the Governing Body.


